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1. Two ' months prior to the end of the prescribed term of school attencen ?e , 
schools in Czechoslovakia are visited by an official represe 
Okres National Committee, labor Protection Branch. The enti 
is addressed regarding choice of employment (on a career basis) in 
mining or metallurgical industries. The boys are advised to 
suggested trades, and the girls are encouraged to enlist in Ug 
work, such as precision mechanics, lathe operating, etc. Ea 
25X1 X a questio nnaire which he is to fill out indicating his choic 

25X1 X I I in Sokolov was visited, about a week before the end of the; school 

year, by a group of mining apprentices from Sokolov, who gave a dr ana •. 2 /. 
portrayal of the daily life of a mining apprentice, and followed it b 
recruiting applicants on the spot. All students who signed up for mining, jui 
the Karlovy Vary kraj, were taken to Prague on a tour, and then go La'?.y . ±.t .ey 

travelled from Karlovy Vary to Prague by bus and stayed in the city i:r two 
days; they were shown all the sights of Prague, and were later taker o 
for a reception given by President Klement Gottvald at his suu»er j^e idence^^ ^ 
o kn volunteers were summoned to the State Apprentice Home ii 25X1 X 

Lvnmir 1 about 4501 | entered on duty as apprentices. 

All appren tices were billed in the h^STS** Enclosure (A). It is 
that circled number four, see legend, refers to this homeV which consisted oi 

five three -s tor v LricL puildings oy V) mei-ers ear . Ta- 

apprentic^s are assigned five to a room throughout the home; each ht?u=>e a 
‘'house- leader" and three educators, all of whom have had special politics « 
training, who are to look after the "correct" education of the apprtr: vUei m 
the Communist spirit. 
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C io^hes ib&uajiee to each apprentice was -‘S 0% ires* ui , " rr , ,t r roiv-M 

out mining uniform » s>ix shirts . si- .airs of t::? airing short? / 1 *. i.p* basket- 

-all. short s/ , two pairs cf warn winter tuidcrwear , - oar pairs of seeks „ •-*> .*•• wtrt.e^ 
coat, one raincoat, one pair of leather vn - ki n/’ hoor.‘-, one pair of v*’-kinr 

toots* ane. one pair of or ess shoes* 


t 0 Apprentice wages were . 260 crowns, plus 2 * . ! 0 crowns spending meaty , e ‘Esvil 

which sum oOC crowns were deducted for roc® and board The remainder of *?■$• vai^- 
were deposited i the apprentice 1 s riene and raid on upon completion of * * «? + r 
of apprenticeship * (Food in the apprentice hone was sufficient, ter c la ? , The 
boys did not starve. ) 

5 * Schedules During the first three months of apprenticeship, the appreri: r e* -V 
only above ground, The apprentices are divided into two working sbi?** t r re ; v r: 

shift works tram 0^00 to 1400 hours, and the secorsn shift works -fro®; l4o( to - >nn 
hours o Reveille for chc i ^ rst sh.Li x. 1 3 at f^QO- ■ and for the second st 0 ^*0 hou^~ 
The daily schediiLe for the 0500 reveille shift is as follows: 


0500 to s 
054 > to l 40 C: 

l 400 to 1^00: 
liOO to . 1600 : 
16OO to 180O 2 

1830 to 1930: 
1930 to 2030 : 
2030 to 2100: 
2100 hours: 


rooms are tidied and cleaned, end breakfast iu served 
actual working hours, including, time to get* to place 
of work 
lunch hour 

period of prescribed rest 

period of miscellaneous activity (discussion -n-o;rr>s, 4 
political training, physical training, etc,) 
supper 

period of political t;ra. Lning or supplementary' * -r>-Tr ? 

ready for bed 
lights out sounded. 


Military training took place weekly. The boys were divided into pro pc gv +hjc . so 
that a different group bad training each fa'u Hoc* ‘osmniss^ oned officer* 

Sokolov garrison gave the training. The training continued 1 throu^^i « - ■ 
of mining apprenticeship. Apprentices learned to handle rifles . Tis~ci^ 
pistols , Assembling, disassembling , .end recognition of the ms lor crT t’ t/h*- ah r v^ 
weapons was a part ox the training, hi auk - ‘■artofcidges were fired iron a 1 . 
weapons during training; and throwing of barn grenades , both ^.utr it', srd fr? 
grenades , was included , The boys learned 10 read rood mans , aro f t ' fs 4 f I - 
exercises in the fie id. they also parti ci^ai-ed in a ntsht problem, ( a i, n} re >400 
hours* one night, a general alarm was sounded in the apprentice her- ■, r l( L 
simultaneously, soldiers stormed into the rooms shooting blanks. Tr. ^wd 

to Simla te "an attack by saboteurs’'. In all the rioite and confu^ 1 >r . T < --vs 
dressed The night problem ended at about 0300 hours, and the onv?.. f v r?i into 
groups eacn of which was taken over by a n<-r -commissioned officer t>-i rt. r -- r 

evaluation discussions, A lieutenant, evslui ted the final results > ) 
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Po 1 it 1. c al t ra i ni ng eons is ted chiefly of lectures exrolling the o' +Ha 

Soviet Union, the import.ar.ee of the Oc tober Revol-utr.or. and the Pebr.it cv 1 04c ^evolu- 
tion .in Czechoslovakia, the development of social isr- i n Czeehosloratia > advantages 
of the Unified Agricultural Cooperatives , etr , Each apprentice wav •• red *0 
belong to the U8M ^Czechoslovak Federal ion. cf Youthpt Apprentice *<*.* • 00 

percent of sue apprentices had been place cl In t.M$"vor< against ifr^ir v? 'r ] = 
demonstrated no interest in Communist propaganda, art privately ladled ct ,be Par ? y 
i unc o iona ne s ano. the C-. >M • Whenever 003s ible, the f t p p r ei?,t ices avo if®.! rsf s h - . ^.2!; nr..-*, 

a* i. -'I'O apprentices -we.je- or *3 e * 


celebrations 


For instance, 


join the Ifay Day parade , despite wnicn order some b0 did not loir, Th/^se abnrecT 


were summoned before (fnu) Hrbka , Director of the Apprentice Rome, and I V r>n* > r ' tv c \ e rk 
In the Labor Protection Branch, The offenders were se rarely criticised .,. 1 -jn told that 
they had undermined the socialist achievemon . for which theii' farh ora ra.i for 


decades . The director stated that, if any mo ra suebi incidents occurred the rvrr^ntlres 
in auestion would ne dismissed from the Anwentlce School and placed lit a »mt> labor 
camp. On several occasion*: prior to that r,h ? g tat e apprentice School Tor i 
Apprentices had been visiu a at night oy nnf| icemen who departed wi- .b -evp^i. sc- 
prentices who were never seen again. | | 
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Uxjon completion of Oxe Apprentice .Course, U ^ ^ % ^ * 

the Sokolov region mines . when a mii^r T * t-ome , oas uau " 

is made possible for hi* to live in the ^ou-li ,-i 3 - >ao^Lshea vi ^ \ 1 

I This home is a new, three- sxorj b.c j. ex* t-i 25X1 A 


ENCLOSURE (A): Sketch-map of Sokolov area, with legend, snowing location of State 

apprentice rioiue (circled iiumoer four) 
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Legend: Sotolov _n rgS 

1. "Jiri" miae 
£. Pithead tower of the mine 
V "Marie Majerova" mine 
4. State School of Mining Sciences 
5 ” Antoni ne" Mine 
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